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THE EDITOR'S PAGE w  . _ - .. _ . . _W e lc o m e  N orth w estern  R eg ion a l  Group

We are  glad to w e lco m e  the N orth w estern  R eg ion a l Group to the pages  of 
THE ONTARIO LAND SU RVEYOR. H oward M. Graham , C hairm an o f  the P ublic  R ela tion s  
C om m ittee ,  has contr ibuted  his f i r s t  Group News re p o r t .  We trust this situation w ill  
continue and the G roup w ill  be am on gst  our m o s t  loya l  su p p orte rs .

Indexing and F iling  S ystem s

Indexing of f ie ld  notes  has been  a m u ch  d is c u s s e d  top ic  in the R eg ion a l G roups 
la te ly . M ost  o f the d is c u s s io n s  have been  on indexing on the grand sca le ,  fo r  Group 
p u r p o s e s .  We w onder though, how  m u ch  thought has been  given to the m atter  o f indexing 
and filing f ie ld  notes  in the individual S u rveyors  o f f i c e s .

F o r  the benefit  o f  new  m e m b e r s  and o ld er  m e m b e r s  who find their  sys tem s  outm oded 
or  c u m b e r s o m e ,  we r e f e r  them  to the a r t ic le  by E. W. P etzo ld ,  "A n  Indexing and F iling  
System  fo r  S u r v e y o r s ” , published  on Page 7 o f  the January, I960 is su e  o f  THE ONTARIO 
LAND SU RVEYOR. Incidentally , w here is  the book let  on the su b ject ,w h ich  we understand, 
a s u b -co m m itte e  of the Education  C om m ittee  was asked  to p r e p a r e ?

COMMITTEE REPORTS '°Ls‘
R E P O R T  O F C O M M IT TE E  TO IN VESTIGATE AND RECOM M EN D 

A F E E  STR U C TU R E  F O R  SURVEY IN FORM ATION  AND A 
PRO C E D U R E  F O R  THE DISPENSING OF SUCH INFORM ATION

At the last  gen era l  m eeting  of the South C entral G roup of O ntario Land S u rv ey ors  a 
m otion  was p a sse d  to the e f fe c t  that this G roup fo r m  a com m ittee  to investigate  and 
so lve  the p resen t  p ro c e d u re  of charging  a reason ab le  fee  fo r  su rvey  in form ation .

The D ir e c to r s  o f  the Group held  a m eeting  on D e c e m b e r  5th to co n s id e r  the minutes 
of the last  gen era l  m eet in g , and the fo l low in g  te r m s  of r e fe r e n c e  w ere  set up fo r  the 
co m m itte e :  MThat this com m ittee  r e c o m m e n d  to the G roup a p ro c e d u re  to be fo l low ed
and a fee  structure  to be ch arged  fo r  d ispensing  in form ation  obtained f r o m  f ie ld  notes 
and su rvey  p lans. M

The com m ittee  co m p o s e d  of W . F . W ea v er ,  C hairm an, H .D .G .  C u r r ie ,  C .W .  G ibson , 
W .N .  W ildm an and G . T .  Y ates ,  held  a m eeting  on D e c e m b e r  30th, 1963, p rev iou s  to 
w hich tim e each  m e m b e r  was requ ested  to submit a w ritten  b r ie f  re levant to the 
c o m m it te e 's  te r m s  of r e f e r e n c e .  F o llow in g  the d is cu s s io n s  held  con cern in g  the re m a rk s  
of com m ittee  m e m b e r s ,  a draft re p o r t  was p re p a r e d  and p resen ted  to the m e m b e r s  fo r  
d is c u s s io n  at a m eeting  held  on January 13, 1964.

H is to ry

S ect ion  4 (1) of The Surveys Act as now in f o r c e  reads : " E v e r y  su rv ey or  shall make
and p r e s e r v e  exact  and regu lar  f ie ld  notes of all his su rveys  and shall keep a p rop er  
r e c o r d  and index of all such f ie ld  notes and shall exhibit or  give co p ie s  o f the sam e to 
any su rv e y o r  fo r  a reason ab le  c h a r g e . "

It should be noted that s u r v e y o r s 1 plans are  not s p e c i f ic a l ly  r e f e r r e d  to and a lso  
that the exh ib ition  of f ie ld  notes or  supplying co p ie s  th e re o f  is  r e s t r ic t e d  to a s u rv e y o r .

Item  5 of A r t ic le  III of the Constitution of the South Central G roup of Ontario  Land 
S u rv e y o r s  states: " T o  arrange  fo r  the f r e e r  exchange of notes and in form ation  between
land s u r v e y o r s . "

The re p o r t  o f the Land Surveying C om m ittee  as contained in the 1946 O . L . S .  annual 
r e p o r t ,  r e v e a ls  that am ong other question s, the fo llow in g  question  was asked: "What
can be t e r m e d  a reason ab le  c h a r g e ? "

The question  was r e f e r r e d  by the Chairm an of the Land Surveying C om m ittee  to
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M r . W .S .  M o n tg o m e ry ,  s o l i c i t o r  fo r  the A s s o c ia t io n ,  f o r  a r e p o r t .  It is  not intended 
to go into the re p o r t  p re p a r e d  by M r .  M on tg om ery  in deta il.  H ow e v e r ,  it is  c o n s id e r e d  
advisab le  to draw  the attention of the G roup to the e s s e n c e  of the re p o r t  dealing with 
this question  and to make ce r ta in  quotations f r o m  it.
(1) That it f i r s t  b e ca m e  law in 1849 fo r  a s u rv e y o r  to keep exact  and regu lar  jou rn a ls  

and f ie ld  notes of all h is  su rveys  and shall give co p ie s  th e re o f  to the part ies  
c o n c e rn e d  when so re q u ire d ,  fo r  which he was entitled the sum  of one do llar  fo r  
ea ch  cop y  if the num ber of w ords  did not e x c e e d  400 w o r d s ,  and ten cents fo r  each  
additional 100 w ord s  o v er  and above 400 w o rd s .

(2) In an am endm ent made to The S urveys Act in 1920 the r e fe r e n c e  to a f ix ed  charge  
was de le ted .

(3) Quoting f r o m  M r . M o n tg o m e r y ’ s re p o r t  - ’ ’ob v iou s ly  the intention of the r e v is io n  of 
1920, striking out the f ix ed  ch a rg e ,  was to get away f r o m  the charge  w hich had 
a p peared  in the sect ion  since  1849 and substitute a standard of rea so n a b le n e ss  fo r  
the le g is la t u r e ’ s own s p e c i f ic  enactm ent. I think, h o w e v e r ,  that the charge  f o r m e r ly  
p reva il in g  has to be looked  at as the background  of the am endm ent and that in the 
light o f  the background  a charge  o f  10 d o l la rs  o r  15 d o l la rs  would prob a b ly  be 
look ed  on as e x c e s s iv e .  A charge  of 5 d o l la rs  under p resen t  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  (1946) 
would p robab ly  be held  to be re a so n a b le ,  and if the A s s o c ia t io n  w ere  to pass  a 
b y - la w  fix ing  a reason ab le  ch a rg e ,  it would p rob a b ly  n ever  be questioned .

P r o b le m  1

Is a s u rv e y o r  entitled to make a reason ab le  charge  fo r  su rvey  in form ation  of r e c o r d  
in his o f f ic e  should he so d e s i r e ?

The com m ittee  w ere  unanimous in the opinion that the p resen t  leg is la t ion  perm itting  
a s u rv e y o r  to exhibit or  give co p ie s  o f h is  f ie ld  notes  fo r  a reason ab le  charge  was 
ju s t i f ied .  It was pointed out that su rv e y o r s  did in m any c a s e s  cause cer ta in  w ork  to be 
p e r fo r m e d  fo r  which no charge  was m ade to a c lient in o rd e r  to obtain f ix ed  m easu rem en ts  
to r e c o g n iz e d  lega l  points and to make other m e a su rem en ts  or  se a rch e s  which w ere  not 
p a rt icu la r ly  re levan t to the su rvey  re q u ire d .  This additional data is c o n s id e r e d  to be 
the s u r v e y o r 1 s s t o c k - in - t r a d e ,  so to speak, and should be re g a rd e d  as a valuable asset  
in the p e r fo r m a n c e  of any future su rveys  which m ay be made in the im m ediate  a rea .

F r o m  d is cu s s io n  held  in co m m itte e ,  it se e m s  that a rather extensive  f r e e  exchange 
o f  su rvey  in form ation  ex is ts  at the p resen t  tim e am ong m ost  s u rv e y o r s  in the M e tr o -  
T oron to  area  and that perhaps le s s  than six  survey ing  f i r m s  make a charge  fo r  survey  
in form a tion .

P r o b le m  2

What is a reason a b le  charge  fo r  su rvey  in fo rm a tio n ?
By a m a jo r i ty  v o te ,  the com m ittee  co n s id e r e d  that the charge  made by som e 

survey ing  f i r m s  amounting to 20-25  per  cent o f the total su rvey  co s t  e x c e e d e d  a 
rea son a b le  charge  and should be red u ced .  The fo l low in g  are the re co m m e n d a t io n s  made 
by a m a jo r i ty  vote o f the com m ittee :

That the b a s ic  p r in c ip le s  of a f ix ed  reason ab le  charge as la id  down by the 1849 - 1920 
le g is la t io n  be u sed  and that d ifferent  values fo r  charge  under the fo l low in g  three  ca te g o r ie s  
be estab lish ed : (a) F a r m  Land (b) R es iden tia l Land (c) C o m m e r ic a l  Land (d) S e lect ive
D ow n tow n -T oron to  C o m m e r ic a l  A re a .

Unfortunately , the com m ittee  w ere  unable to rea ch  agreem en t by a m a jo r i ty  vote , 
o f  a sa t is fa c to ry  m ethod upon which values of ch a rg e ,  under the four ca te g o r ie s  cou ld  be 
d e term in ed .

The fo l low in g  suggested  m ethods w ere  d is c u s s e d  at length but w ere  r e je c t e d  as being



either  u n sa t is fa c to ry  or  im p ra ct ica b le :
(1) a f ix e d  ch arge  fo r  the f i r s t  page of f ie ld  notes cop ied  and a red u ced  f ix ed  charge  fo r  

each  subsequent page.
(2) a flat rate fo r  each  page of f ie ld  notes cop ied .
(3) a f ix ed  ch arge  fo r  each  m ea su rem en t  co p ie d ,  with a m in im u m  ch a rg e .
(4) a flat rate b ased  on the O . L . S .  T a r i f f  fo r  t im e spent in search in g  fo r  survey  data 

to be cop ied .

P r o b le m  3

P r o c e d u r e  fo r  d ispensation  of su rvey  in form ation .
The com m ittee  a g reed  unanim ously  to the fo llow ing :

(a) That secu r in g  all available  su rvey  in form ation  was the duty and the resp on s ib i l ity  
o f  the su rv e y o r  seeking such in form a tion .

(b) That the gen era l  p reva ilin g  m ethod o f secu r in g  su rvey  in form ation  was gen era lly  
s a t is fa c to ry ,  nam ely  that s u rv e y o rs  or  their a ss ista n ts  attend the o f f ic e  o f the 
s u rv e y o r  who p o s s e s s e d  su rvey  in form ation  and secu re  a cop y  of such in form ation  
re q u ire d  at a t im e convenient to the su rv ey or  who p o s s e s s e d  the in form ation .

(c) That no p a rt icu la r  p ro b le m  ex is ted .
W .F .  W ea v er ,  C hairm an

-o|_s-

S e lf -e x a m in a t io n ,  if  it is  thorough enough, is n ea r ly  always the f i r s t  step tow ard  change. 
No one who lea rn s  to know h im s e l f ,  rem ain s  just what he was b e fo r e .

- T hom as Mann
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